School Meals Coalition: Nutrition, Health and Education for Children
National Commitment of the Lao PDR

The Government of the Lao PDR is unequivocally committed to human resource
development. Education is formally recognized as a fundamental right of its citizens, serving
as a central pillar for human resource development and a primary catalyst for national socio-
economic progress. This commitment is underscored by a dedicated focus on advancing
equality, equity, and self-reliance throughout the nation.

Furthermore, the Government has institutionalized a policy to actively promote school
meals and nutrition programs. These initiatives have been formally designated as priority
programs and focal areas within the national socio-economic development plans for each
cycle. The main objectives of these programs are to provide robust social protection for
children and communities, effectively combat hunger, address child malnutrition, enhance
regular school attendance, and ultimately improve academic performance. This
comprehensive approach also encompasses the strategic promotion of school- and
community-level food production, a recognition that stems from the demonstrable
effectiveness of designed transformations and the tangible outcomes of implementation
efforts, both historically and at the present.

The Lao PDR is pleased to join as a member of the global School Meals Coalition. The
Government of Lao PDR admits the vision and collaborative efforts to achieve the goals of
the School Meals Coalition and the Sustainable Development Goals, ensuring that all
children receive nutritious, safe, and culturally appropriate meals.

The Lao PDR has set out its national commitment as a strategic priority plan for
strengthening and expanding the promotion of nutritious school meals as follows:

1. By 2030, the Lao PDR will strengthen the sustainability of the national school lunch
programme by allocating national budgets, in addition to reinforcing policies,
systems, and personnel at both central and local levels.

2. Expand the national school lunch programme in pre-primary, primary, and lower
secondary education institutions within the government-designated priority areas.

3. Promote school- and community-based home-grown school feeding (HGSF) models
to supply food to schools by linking farmer groups and communities with schools, in
line with national policies.

4. Promote knowledge of nutritious and safe food, as well as improved health and
hygiene practices in schools and communities.

5. Establish and scale up a robust monitoring and evaluation system for the national
school lunch programme by integrating it into a centralized digital transformation
strategy.

6. Promote multi-sectoral participation from public, private, and development partners
to support financial and technical resources for the national school lunch programme.
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